Wakefield High School Parents,

An incident involving an assault on a school campus elicits a variety of reactions and emotions,
and rightfully so. No one wants to see a child injured; when it does happen, the desire for due
punishment is warranted. Such an incident recently occurred in our school. Reactions were
understandably strong. While I cannot share details due to protecting privacy of all students
involved, I can share with you Wakefield High School’s perspective around violence and
disciplinary action.

First, violence or aggression of any kind is NOT tolerated at Wakefield High School. Our staff
works diligently and competently to address any such act or threat. I am confident in their
collective ability to do so. We have many measures in place to discourage violence in our school
so that we are a safe school.

In addition to character education programs such as PRIDE and AIM, my team employs the
“sweating the small stuff” philosophy around discipline. This means early identification of
students who are routinely tardy, who skip classes, or who violate the dress code are immediately
handled. This allows individual attention to address specific issues to prevent more serious
violations.

If a serious act such as an assault does occur, we immediately involve law enforcement. This
includes our School Resource Officer (a Raleigh Police Department officer) and our school
district’s security team.The involvement of law enforcement means that a student may or may not
be arrested or charged with a crime. If a student is charged, legal disciplinary action now rests in
the hands of the courts, whether the student is considered a juvenile or an adult.

Regardless of whether a student is charged or not, school safety is of paramount importance, and
appropriate disciplinary action within the school lies with me and my administrative team after a
thorough investigation. Our decision is based on guidelines set by Board of Education policy with
the safety and security of students always at the forefront. While principals have some leeway in
administering discipline, the action must fall within policy guidelines.

We take the administration of discipline very seriously, as we know the impact it can have on
student safety, as well as the impact it will have on the academic success of all concerned. Please
know that my door is always open to your concerns, questions and suggestions around school
safety or any issues that affect the overall health and success of our school. We look forward to
continuing to partner with you in order to keep Wakefield High School a safe place for all of our
students. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Yours,

Malik Bazzell, Principal



